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course, were purchased at a price. Discipline in the forces was harsh, corporal punishments numerous and cruel. The army, therefore, was properly regarded by the community and by the law as a penal institution: terms of service with the colors were among the penalties imposed by the courts. After the Crimean War these intolerable conditions were gradually removed. The term of service was shortened to fifteen years; the worst forms of corporal punishment were abolished, flogging being officially retained only in disciplinary battalions; troops were provided with better living quarters and more adequate maintenance. The sharp and final break with the past, however, was the conscription law of January 1,1874, which followed the lines of similar legislation adopted by most European countries in the nineteenth century. It was based on the idea of substituting for a large and costly standing army a much smaller force supported by trained reserves that could be called in wartime.
Under the new law army service became the personal obligation of every able-bodied male on reaching the age of twenty, irrespective of his social status. The normal term of active service was six years, followed by nine years in the reserve and five more years in the militia (opolchenie]. The reserve and the militia, however, were mobilized only in emergencies. Not all men of twenty were actually drafted. They were classified into several categories according to their family status. Breadwinners and only sons, for instance, formed Category 1, which could be called only by special imperial order. The category not entitled to preferential treatment was called first, then came the next category, and so on. The order of drafting within each category was determined by lot, men being inducted in the order of the numbers they drew, until the prescribed quota was filled. Special privileges were granted to holders of academic diplomas. The term of service for the graduates of elementary schools was shortened to four years; for those of secondary schools to three years or to eighteen months, according to the class of the institution; and for those of higher schools to six months. Graduates of secondary and higher schools, moreover, were entitled to enlist as 'Volunteers/' that is, without drawing lots; in this case their terms of service were halved, university graduates, for instance, being required to serve merely three months.
The importance of these reforms cannot be exaggerated. They removed some of the worst survivals of Russian medievalism. Miliutin, moreover, inaugurated in 1875 a program of training which provided